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Countries surveyed

 

 

1 1
 

Austria(AT) Belgium(BE) Bulgaria(BG) Switzerland(CH) Cyprus(CY) Czech
Republic(CZ) Germany(DE) Denmark(DK)

Estonia(EE) Spain(ES) Finland(FI) France(FR) United
Kingdom(GB) Croatia(HR) Hungary(HU) Ireland(IE)

Italy(IT) Latvia(LV) Netherlands(NL) Norway(NO) Poland(PL) Portugal(PT) Romania(RO) Serbia(RS)

Sweden(SE) Slovenia(SI) Slovakia(SK) Turkey(TR) Ukraine(UA)



The number and size of the
profession

Number of optometrists per 10K of population(Pr. 10K)

 

 

 

3.64
Spain(ES)

 
3.22

Denmark(DK)
 

3
Norway(NO)

 
2.59

Finland(FI)
 

2.27
United Kingdom(GB)

 
2.1

Sweden(SE)
 

1.72
Estonia(EE)

 
1.53

Ireland(IE)
 

1.16
Switzerland(CH)

 
1.05

Austria(AT)
 

1.04
Portugal(PT)

 
0.94

Czech Republic(CZ)
 

0.9
Hungary(HU)

 
0.68

Cyprus(CY)
 

0.58
Latvia(LV)

 
0.54

Netherlands(NL)
 

0.48
Slovakia(SK)

 
0.46

Romania(RO)
 

0.36
Belgium(BE)

 
0.31

Croatia(HR)
 

0.31
France(FR)

 
0.31

Poland(PL)
 

0.16
Italy(IT)

 
0.1

Slovenia(SI)
 

0.08
Bulgaria(BG)

 
0.03

Serbia(RS)
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The number and size of the
profession

Number of opticians per 10K of population(Pr. 10K)

 

 

 

3.91
France(FR)

 
3.16

Belgium(BE)
 

3.13
Switzerland(CH)

 
3.02

Bulgaria(BG)
 

2.42
Slovenia(SI)

 
2.36

Portugal(PT)
 

1.97
Croatia(HR)

 
1.94

Cyprus(CY)
 

1.8
Hungary(HU)

 
1.77

Austria(AT)
 

1.5
Czech Republic(CZ)

 
1.31

Poland(PL)
 

1.02
Slovakia(SK)

 
1.01

United Kingdom(GB)
 

0.77
Turkey(TR)

 
0.49

Italy(IT)
 

0.36
Denmark(DK)

 
0.33

Ireland(IE)
 

0.31
Serbia(RS)

 
0.24

Latvia(LV)
 

0.18
Romania(RO)

 
0.15

Estonia(EE)
 

0
Norway(NO)

 
0

Netherlands(NL)
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The number and size of the
profession

Number of Optometrists VS Opticians

 

 

 

  Optometrists  Opticians       Optometrists  Opticians       Optometrists  Opticians 

 
Slovenia(SI)

20 (4%) 500 (96%)
      

Serbia(RS)

30 (9%) 300 (91%)
      

Bulgaria(BG)

60 (3%) 2200 (97%)
    

 
Cyprus(CY)

77 (26%) 219 (74%)
      

Latvia(LV)

120 (71%) 50 (29%)
      

Croatia(HR)

135 (14%) 850 (86%)
    

 
Estonia(EE)

230 (92%) 20 (8%)
      

Slovakia(SK)

260 (32%) 550 (68%)
      

Belgium(BE)

400 (10%) 3500 (90%)
    

 
Ireland(IE)

700 (82%) 150 (18%)
      

Austria(AT)

890 (37%) 1500 (63%)
      

Netherlands(NL)

900 (100%) 0 (0%)
    

 
Hungary(HU)

900 (33%) 1800 (67%)

    
 

Switzerland(CH)

925 (27%) 2500 (73%)

    
 

Czech

Republic(CZ)

1000 (38%) 1600 (62%)

    

 
Romania(RO)

1000 (71%) 400 (29%)
      

Italy(IT)

1000 (25%) 3000 (75%)
      

Portugal(PT)

1100 (31%) 2500 (69%)
    

 
Poland(PL)

1200 (19%) 5000 (81%)
      

Finland(FI)

1400 (100%) 0 (0%)
      

Norway(NO)

1500 (100%) 0 (0%)
    

 
Denmark(DK)

1800 (90%) 200 (10%)
      

Sweden(SE)

2000 (100%) 0 (0%)
      

France(FR)

2000 (7%) 25000 (93%)
    

 
United

Kingdom(GB)

14249 (69%) 6365 (31%)

    
 

Spain(ES)

17000 (100%) 0 (0%)
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The number and size of the
profession

Number of qualifying student optometrists per 10K of population(Pr. 10K)

 

 

 

0.39
France(FR)

 
0.17

United Kingdom(GB)
 

0.17
Spain(ES)

 
0.14

Denmark(DK)
 

0.12
Estonia(EE)

 
0.11

Finland(FI)
 

0.11
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0.1
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0.1
Germany(DE)
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0.09
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0.08
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0.03
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The number and size of the
profession

Number of retail outlets per 10K of population(Pr. 10K)

 

 

 

2.44
Belgium(BE)
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The status of the profession

How many of the total refractions/primary eye exams are done by
ophthalmologists?(in %)

 

 

 

75-89 (1):

Belgium

50-74 (4):

Czech Republic Latvia Poland Ukraine

>90% (6):

Bulgaria France Croatia Serbia Slovenia Turkey

25-50 (6):

Austria Switzerland Germany Finland Italy Romania

Less than
25% (7):

Denmark Estonia United
Kingdom

Ireland Norway Portugal Sweden

75-89
50-74
>90%
25-50
Less than 25%

16.7%

25%

29.2%

25%



The status of the profession

Do practices refract, examine eyes, precribe and sell products?

 

 

 

No (1):

Hungary

Yes (28):

Austria Belgium Bulgaria Switzerland Cyprus Czech
Republic

Germany Denmark Estonia Spain Finland

France United
Kingdom

Croatia Ireland Italy Latvia Netherlands Norway Poland Portugal Romania

Serbia Sweden Slovenia Slovakia Turkey Ukraine

No
Yes

96.6%



The status of the profession

How is the profession generally regulated?

 

 

 

By local health
authority (1):

Switzerland

By a national
regulatory
board (2): United Kingdom Latvia

By law (9):

Austria Cyprus Germany Denmark Estonia Netherlands Norway Slovenia Turkey

By national
government (15):

Belgium Bulgaria Czech
Republic

Spain Finland France Hungary Ireland Italy Portugal Romania

Serbia Sweden Slovakia Ukraine

By local health authority
By a national regulatory
board
By law
By national government

33.3%55.6%



The status of the profession

Is the profession closely monitored (must licensing be renewed)?

 

 

 

Yes (4):

Cyprus Latvia Portugal Romania

No (18):

Austria Belgium Switzerland Germany Denmark Estonia Spain Finland France Croatia Netherlands

Norway Poland Serbia Sweden Slovenia Slovakia Turkey

Yes
No

18.2%

81.8%



The status of the profession

Is the profession protected by law?

 

 

 

No (1):

Poland

Yes (23):

Austria Belgium Bulgaria Switzerland Cyprus Czech
Republic

Germany Denmark Estonia Spain Finland

France United
Kingdom

Hungary Ireland Italy Latvia Netherlands Norway Slovenia Slovakia Turkey

Ukraine

No
Yes

95.8%



The status of the profession

How many people (approximately) wear contact lenses(in %)
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The scope of practice of the
profession 

Professions Scope of practice: What is permitted, prohibited and what is
prohibited, but practised

 
 

 

✔ Permitted
✔ Practised
✘ Prohibited

Sell optical appliences                                                          
Examine exterior eye                                                          
Examine interior eye                                                          
Subjective refraction                                                          
Objective refraction                                                          
Check binocular vision                                                          
Ophtalmoscopy                                                          
Tonometry                                                          
Perimetry                                                          
Prescriptions for spectacles                                                          
Prescriptions for CLs                                                          
Fit CLs                                                          
Use diagnostic drugs                                                          
Test drivers sight                                                          
Test VDU users sight                                                          
Fit optical appliances for VDU users                                                          
Test sight of low vision patients                                                          
Prescribe low vision aids for partially sighted                                                          
Refer to medical doctor                                                          
Refer directly to eye hospital                                                          
Detect ocular pathology                                                          
Inform medical doctors of Pxs pathology                                                          
Use therapeutic drugs                                                          
Pre and post monitoring of refractive surgery                                                          
Orthoptics                                                          
Sports vision                                                          
Test vision and prescribe spectacles to children                                                          
Fit and supply spectacles to children                                                          
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The profession�s role in public
health 

Does the social system pay for eye exams in children? (<16 years)

 

 

 

No (3):

Denmark Finland Italy

Partly (7):

Bulgaria Switzerland Estonia Ireland Latvia Portugal Sweden

Yes (18):

Austria Belgium Cyprus Czech
Republic

Germany Spain France United
Kingdom

Croatia Hungary Netherlands

Norway Poland Romania Serbia Slovenia Turkey Ukraine

No
Partly
Yes

25%

64.3%



The profession�s role in public
health 

Does the social system pay for eye exams in the elderly?(> 50 years)

 

 

 

No (5):

Cyprus Germany Denmark Finland Italy

Yes (11):

Austria Belgium Czech
Republic

Spain France Croatia Hungary Serbia Slovenia Turkey Ukraine

Partly (12):

Bulgaria Switzerland Estonia United
Kingdom

Ireland Latvia Netherlands Norway Poland Portugal Romania

Sweden

No
Yes
Partly17.9%

42.9%

39.3%



The profession�s role in public
health 

Does the social system pay for eye exams in adults with low vision?

 

 

 

Partly (11):

Bulgaria Switzerland Estonia Ireland Italy Latvia Norway Poland Portugal Romania Sweden

Yes (16):

Austria Belgium Czech
Republic

Germany Denmark Spain Finland France United
Kingdom

Croatia Hungary

Netherlands Serbia Slovenia Turkey Ukraine

Partly
Yes

40.7%

59.3%



The education and training of the
profession 

What is the highest qualification offered?

 

 

 

Diploma in
Optometry (2):

Estonia Slovakia

Doctor of
optometry (5):

Czech Republic United Kingdom Italy Norway Portugal

Bachelor of
Science (8):

Belgium Switzerland Spain Finland Croatia Hungary Ireland Serbia

Master of
Science (8):

Austria Bulgaria Germany Denmark France Poland Romania Sweden

Diploma in Optometry
Doctor of optometry
Bachelor of Science
Master of Science21.7%34.8%

34.8%



The education and training of the
profession 

How is education funded?

 

 

 

By
student (5):

Croatia Hungary Poland Portugal Serbia

By state (9):

Cyprus Czech
Republic

Denmark Estonia Finland Ireland Italy Norway Slovakia

A
mixture (12):

Austria Belgium Bulgaria Switzerland Germany Spain France United
Kingdom

Latvia Netherlands Romania

Sweden

By student
By state
A mixture19.2%

46.2%

34.6%



The education and training of the
profession 

How many students qualify each year?(Nr.)

 

 

 

2500
France(FR)

 
1070

United Kingdom(GB)
 

800
Spain(ES)

 
800

Germany(DE)
 

120
Poland(PL)

 
100

Belgium(BE)
 

100
Italy(IT)

 
85

Czech Republic(CZ)
 

80
Denmark(DK)

 
80

Portugal(PT)
 

60
Finland(FI)

 
55

Norway(NO)
 

40
Netherlands(NL)

 
40

Croatia(HR)
 

40
Hungary(HU)

 
35

Sweden(SE)
 

30
Bulgaria(BG)

 
30

Switzerland(CH)
 

30
Austria(AT)

 
22

Ireland(IE)
 

20
Latvia(LV)

 
20

Slovakia(SK)
 

16
Estonia(EE)

 
5

Serbia(RS)
 

0
Slovenia(SI)
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European Council of Optometry and Optics
ECOO Secretariat:

Secretary General Fabienne Eckert

Rue Montoyer 51, box 7
1000 Brussels, Belgium
T +32 (0)2 739 16 15

secretariat@ecoo.info    www.ecoo.info


